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Nomination for the African Development Foundation
February 2, 1994

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate John F. Hicks, Jr., to be
a member of the Board of Directors of the
African Development Foundation. The African
Development Foundation is an independent,
nonprofit Government corporation which seeks
to provide self-help initiatives to the poor popu-
lations of Africa. Last week, the President an-
nounced his intention to nominate Willie Grace
Campbell and Marion M. Dawson to be among
the Board’s members.

‘‘John Hicks has served our country well for
almost 20 years and knows what the developing
economies of Africa need in order to prosper,’’
said the President. ‘‘He will be a strong addition
to the African Development Foundation’s
Board.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast
February 3, 1994

Thank you very much. Thank you very much,
Senator Stevens. Ladies and gentlemen, you
have to forgive me; my voice has not quite re-
turned. The Vice President said earlier that
being on the same program with Mother Teresa
reminded him of the basketball player who
scored one point in a game where Michael Jor-
dan scored 68, and then he said for the rest
of his life, ‘‘Well, we scored 69 points together.’’
I feel like the guy who comes in with 5 seconds
left to go with—the team’s gotten a 40-point
lead, and all I have to do is hold the ball until
the buzzer rings. [Laughter]

First of all, I thank you, Mother Teresa, for
your moving words and more importantly for
the lifetime of commitment, for you have truly
lived by what you say, something we would all
do well to emulate, and I thank you for that.

Like all of you, I was so moved by the profes-
sion of faith and the experiences of Mother Te-
resa that almost anything that any of us could
say would be anticlimactic. However, I would
like to make these points as briefly as I can,
for we come here to pray for those in authority,
those given, by the people of the United States
under our Constitution and laws, responsibility
and the opportunity of making decisions every
day which affect all of us.

First, I say that this prayer breakfast is an
important time to reaffirm that in this Nation
where we have freedom of religion, we need

not seek freedom from religion. The genius of
the book which I have promoted almost shame-
lessly for the last several months, ‘‘The Culture
of Disbelief,’’ by Professor Stephen Carter, is
that very point, that we should all seek to know
and to do God’s will, even when we differ.

Second, if we really seek to do that, it re-
quires certain personal characteristics that, very
frankly, all of us in this room who have ever
been elected to anything have abandoned from
time to time, including me. It requires first that
we be humble, that we know that even as we
seek to do God’s will, we remember what Presi-
dent Lincoln said, ‘‘The Almighty has his own
purposes, and we are not capable of fully know-
ing them.’’ It requires, second, that we be hon-
est and that we be fair. Sometimes I think the
commandment we most like to overlook in this
city is, ‘‘Thou shalt not bear false witness.’’
Third, it requires that we give our bitterness
and our resentments up.

I was thinking of this when Mother Teresa
told the story of the person who died in her
arms saying simply, ‘‘Thank you,’’ not ‘‘I’m cold,
I’m hungry,’’ a simple thank-you; someone with
more cause to be resentful, more cause to be
bitter, more cause to be angry than anyone in
this room could ever be bitter or angry or re-
sentful because of what one of us has said or
done to the other, and still dying with a simple
thank-you. Somehow we all have to give up our
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